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Weõre in the homestretch for the year, and weõve been busy. Just take a look.   

Oh, the games people play - (especially our youth).     

 On August 21st, over 1000 chicken nuggets were served to hungry area 

youth who attended òGame Nightó at West Point Park. As promised, games of all 

kinds were played. òSuch a good timeó was a phrase that was repeated often.  

 Thanks to Doug and Becky Farley for once again bringing our bright 

young people together. Unfortunately, this very dynamic duo is waving goodbye 

to MHT after almost three years of dedicated service. They say they have loved 

every minute, and that is evident in how much they have accomplished! To say 

they will be missed is truly an understatement.   

    

   



ESL kicks off its third semester of learning, September 2    

 One of our most important programs, teaching òEnglish as a Second 

Languageó has attracted hundreds of interested area residents anxious to 

supplement their native language with English.  Russ and Dianne Nelson (who 

follow in the footsteps of Joan and Craig Anderson) join Dave and Lynda 

Harbertson to co-chair the program, with support from our gifted volunteer 

teachers. ESL is earning high marks from students and volunteers alike. Classes 

are scheduled every Tuesday and Thursday at the CRC building (947 West 200 

North) through November 20.   

 

     

     



DOS takes on a òtonó of needed projects (September 13th).  

 Itõs amazing what a difference a day or so can make in the lives of our 

neighbors. And, with the help of the MHT Northwest Day of Service Committee, 

led by Steve and Connie Sturzenegger, hundreds of volunteers have provided 

willing hands (not to mention tools) in this ongoing beautification process. 

Hereõs a quick look at what our hard-working DOS people have been up to:  

  

   

                                             

  

 

 



Project #1: A Tree Grows in Rose Parkéjust in the wrong place.  

 Jennifer Mahina was a little worried about the tree that broached her yard 

and her good friend and neighborõs yard, owned by widow Margaret Hansen. 

When she submitted this tree removal project to MHT, they quickly agreed. And 

acted. Before you could say òtimberó the tree was no longer a threat to either 

home, or their friendship.  Doug and Julie Stephens of MHT headed up the 

project.  

 

     

     

 



Project #3 (#2 was moved to a later date): A yard gets some extra attention. 

 Single mom Judy Bowden, who has been battling a long-term illness, and 

her son needed some help getting their yard in ship shape.  Damon and Becky 

Purdue managed the project, and with the help of a dedicated group of 

volunteers, their yard took on a whole new look and appeal.   

 

     

     

 

 

 



Project #4: This is what we call a 2D (two dumpster) assignment.  

 No easy task, this yard needed over a dozen trees toppled and removed 

as well as lots of attention given to the yard. Not a one-day project. Not a one-

dumpster project, either. Dave and DeAnn Stone and a very dedicated crew 

made it happen. òNext time, we hope we can help them install a front door to 

replace the curtain that is their only barrier to the outside,ó says Dave. The 

homeowner who suffers from MS is extremely grateful for the extra love from 

òneighbors helping neighbors.ó  

 

     

     

 



    

                    

    



Project #5: Yard work takes on new meaning. And then some.  

 Mike and Jody Farley from DOS and some very involved neighbors helped 

fill not two, but four dumpsters at their good friend Catinaõs home. Not only 

that, but the volunteer team emptied a garage full of old furniture and 

mattresses. CRC volunteers Liz and Gaylen Zentner, who have established 

wonderful ties with Catina, also helped rally residents in the neighborhood.  

 

               

   

 



Project #6: A prominent corner house gets a pristine makeover. 

 Detroit-born Charlton Johnson moved to Rose Park at about the age of 6. 

And never left. òI love it here,ó he proclaims. òLove the wide streets, and of 

course this beautiful corner lot I own.ó Positioned kitty-corner from a newly 

refurbished church, the house drew the attention of Julie Olson, co-founder of 

My Hometown.  The house was beautiful, but the yard could use some 

additional help. Since Charlton lives alone, it seemed like a little extra 

òmanicuringó might be well received. And it was. (Thanks to Tim Herzog, who 

oversaw a dozen or so volunteers while wielding his trusty trimmer):  

  

     

     



Project #7: Spunky lady with four daughters gets some help in the yard. 

 Michelle Tago, a Rose Park area homeowner and an American Samoan, 

raised four wonderful daughters and now has a son-in-law. òI love this 

community,ó she says unabashedly, òand I love the community feeling, and 

especially the diversity.ó But the challenge of keeping up with yardwork while 

working full time hasnõt been easy. Soon her friendly neighbors stepped in and 

applied for help from MHT. Julie and Doug Stephens accepted the assignment 

on behalf of DOS, organized and managed the very extensive yard work and 

tree trimming to its completion. Take a look at the results below:  

 

     

                                               



Project #8: A Buddhist Temple receives a little extra love from MHT.  

 Located on the corner of 12th West and 10th North, the Buddhist Temple 

is not only a wonderful edifice, but a visual symbol of Rose Parkõs diversity and 

strength. Over the past three years, a very close òworking relationshipó has been 

evolving between its followers and My Hometown Northwest; MHT is also 

cultivating close relationships with other cultural establishments and religions 

in and around Rose Park. On this day, MHT gladly assigned a willing crew of 

volunteers to weed, trim and beautify the temple grounds along with help from 

Buddhist Temple patrons.   

 

     

     


